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However that may be, the chief object of Esarhad-
don's concern was achieved. The Cimmerians
moved on into Kappadokia, entering Asia Minor
rather than Mesopotamia. The little kingdoms
of Meshech and Tabal fell before the tide of mi-
gration. Assyria lost by it some fine provinces in
the northwest, as we have seen that it did in
the northeast, through the invasion of the other
branch of emigrants. With the exception of these
losses Assyria suffered little. It is, however, not
to be doubted that no such danger had ever be-
fore assailed the Assyrian empire. Esarhaddon had
saved it. A weak king at this juncture would have
lost all, and Assyria, a barbarism in the robes of
civilization, would have been engulfed. It is idle
to speculate on the possibilities had such been
the end of the invasion. The passing of the head-
ship of the Semitic races from Assyria must have
had momentous consequences. The passing of the
leadership in western Asia from Semitic to Indo-
European hands was clearly impending, but it
was now postponed through the energy, the fore-
sight, and ability of Esarhaddon. Even if his
name had not been enrolled among the greatest of
Assyrian kings by the conquest and annexation of
Egypt, he would have deserved the position by
the deliverance from the Cimmerians and their
eastern fellows in these very threatening days.

The ill arrangement and the fragmentary char-
acter of the Esarhaddon texts leave us much in
doubt concerning the latest events of his reign.